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NewGround Fellowship 2010 
Bay Area Application 
A project of Progressive Jewish Alliance (PJA) in association with the Arab Cultural and Community Center (ACCC), Islamic Networks Group, and the Islamic Center of Northern CA.
The NewGround Fellowship creates opportunities for Muslims and Jews of all backgrounds to build honest, authentic relationships with one another, to establish a common commitment to partnership, and to become a new cadre of leaders who inspire hope in a troubled world.  Our goal is to present programs that are informative, reflective, and ultimately transformative.  

The NewGround Fellowship program is the centerpiece of a broad spectrum of projects aimed at building bridges and understanding between the Jewish and Muslim communities in the Bay Area. The Fellowship provides Muslim and Jewish young professionals with structured dialogue, in-depth education sessions with local community leaders, facilitated skills-building workshops, and collaborative civic engagement opportunities.  Through this intensive process, fellows emerge with the skills and commitment to engage in authentic conversation, to build deep partnership, and to establish a new discourse and avenues for collaborative conduct for our two communities. As one of our alumni said: “The NewGround Fellowship is fundamentally about exploring what it means to be Muslim and Jewish in America today.”  Fellows get to know one another and themselves by grappling with questions of faith, gender, diversity, and personal perspectives on the Israeli-Palestinian conflict.

Requirements
The Bay Area NewGround fellowship is for Muslim and Jewish young professionals in their late 20s-30s, who have an interest in interfaith dialogue, leadership development, civic engagement and education. Participants who are selected for the program will be expected to commit to participate in all NewGround meetings on the following dates:

Session Dates: Tuesday January 26th– First weeknight session 6-9 PM

**February 5-7 First weekend retreat (Friday evening- Sunday afternoon) 

Tuesday February 23 – 6-9 PM, Tuesday March 16 – 6-9 PM, Tuesday April 13 – 6-9 PM

***April 23-25 – Second weekend retreat

Tuesday May 4 – 6-9 PM, Tuesday May 25th 6-9PM, Sunday June 6 –10 AM – 4 PM, Tuesday June 8th 6-9PM
Deadlines
Applications, as well as required documents, are due by Monday January 11th 2009.  
All documents should be emailed to contacts below (see last page of application).  The formal NewGround Fellowship program meets for 6 months, January to June 2010, and is then followed by an optional NewGround Alumni Program.
Required Documents (to accompany application form)
· Completed Application

· 5 short essays as indicated in the application

· Resume

Personal Information 

Full Name (First, Middle, Last): _____________________________________________    

Birth date: _______________________________     Gender:  ___
Current Address: _________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________  State: ________   Zip: _____________

Home Phone: _______________________   Cell Phone: __________________________

Email Address: ___________________________________________________________

What is the easiest way to contact you?   _____________________________________________

Dietary restrictions: Kosher 
Hallal   
other_____________________

Religious Affiliation

                  Jewish
                                 Muslim

Emergency Contact Information

Name: _____________________________________ Relationship: _________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________  State: ________  Zip: _____________

Home Phone:  _______________________  Cell Phone:  _________________________

Employment

Most Recent Employer: ____________________________________________________

Position/Title: ____________________________________________________________

Phone Number: __________________________________________________________

Employed Since: _________________________________________________________

Job Duties/ Responsibilities: _________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________

Education

Undergraduate University: __________________________________________________

Graduation Date: _____________________

Major/Minor: ____________________________________________________________

Graduate University: ______________________________________________________

Graduation Date (completed or expected):  ____________________________________

Area of Study:  ___________________________________________________________

Are you committed to meetings and weekend retreats listed above? 

· Yes

· No

· I’m not sure (Explain: ______________________________________________)
How did you find out about NewGround?

· PJA or associated organizations’ website/Email
· PJA or associated organizations’ staff
· From community leader (please specify: ___________________________ )
· From a friend (please specify: ___________________________ )
· From NewGround alumni (please specify: ___________________________ )
· From the NewGround website
· From my mosque/synagogue (please specify: ___________________________ )
· From a religious leader (please specify: ______________________________ )
· Other (please specify: ______________________________ )
Short Essay Questions

Please answer each questions, no more than 300 words per essay.

1) Why are you interested in participating in NewGround? What do you hope the impact of this experience will be on you and your community?

2) Describe a defining moment or experience in which you engaged with a member of the “other” (not necessarily Muslim or Jewish) community, and how that has influenced your outlook.

3) How would you describe your approach to conflict? Provide an example. 

4) How do you see NewGround as a vehicle for creating social change?

5) Is there anything else you want us to know?

Submitting Your Application



Please email completed materials to both Malka Fenyvesi and Farah addresses:
Email: mfenyvesi@pjalliance.org and felabed@arabculturalcenter.org 
NewGround: A Muslim Jewish Partnership for Change originated in Los Angeles in 2006 as a partnership of the Muslim Public Affairs Council and the Progressive Jewish Alliance. Due to differences in regions, PJA works with other Muslim organizations when appropriate.


